Dear Friends – Particularly White Friends,
I’ve been working with the EBASE staff on a thoughtful and collaborative response to the vile
white supremacy currently on full display in Charlottesville. Like you, we are enraged. But
anger in this moment is not sufficient.
It’s easy as a white person to denounce neo-Nazis marching with torches and plowing cars
through crowds and say, “That’s not me.”
But as a person who benefits from white supremacy, it is me. Racism is a disease, and white
people must work to cure it. We have to continually listen, learn, and address our own racism and
privilege to become better allies. We are morally obliged to stand against white
supremacy in all forms, call it out, and dismantle it.
As white people in the movement, we need to act boldly. Fear of doing the wrong thing cannot be
an excuse for paralysis. When we have questions, we can turn to anti-racist white ally groups
like SURJ and The Catalyst Project for answers, because fixing white people is not people of
color’s responsibility, it is ours.
Charlottesville has renewed our sense of urgency to fight for racial justice. Our economy was built
on the backs of people of color: from stealing of Native land, to slavery, to exploitation of
immigrant workers, to mass incarceration. And white supremacy continues to permeate our
economy today. Addressing race is key to creating a more just economy. They are
inextricably linked.
We start within ourselves, recognizing that white supremacy, patriarchy, and capitalism are
interconnected. And it’s not just the neo-Nazis or conservatives; sometimes we replicate those
models within our movement. We push through our own discomfort, challenge other white folks,
and take the time for community building. To get beyond “the win,” we seek
transformation: within ourselves, within our movement, and within our world.
Please join me and the EBASE staff and board in renewing our commitment to fighting not only
overt forms of racism, but dismantling the foundation of structural racism that will take
down the whole house of white supremacy.
In solidarity,

Kate O’Hara
EBASE Executive Director

