
Dear [FIRST NAME],

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and 
like you my thoughts are turning to family, friends, 
and, of course, food. It’s our holiday devoted to 
eating, abundance, and the gratitude we feel for all 
that we have. 

As Food Bank supporters, you recognize that 
not everyone shares in the abundance all around 
us. One in four people in San Francisco and Marin 
County don’t know if they’ll have enough to eat 
from one day to the next, as they struggle every day 
to make ends meet.

That’s why thousands of Food Bank 
participants will be counting on your generous 
support for the one million pounds of food we plan to distribute for Thanksgiving this year. 
Please join us and make sure that everyone in our community has a warm holiday meal.

Together, we’re feeding people like Maria and her family. She says that without the 
pantry food, they wouldn’t be able to survive, and it keeps them together. “Sharing a meal 
is the most valuable time we have with each other.” 

Maria’s 13-year-old son Rafael says he likes the Thanksgiving food at the pantry and 
looks forward to the holidays. “My favorite part of Thanksgiving is seeing everyone in the 
family having a good time,” he says. “Food is a big part of being together.”
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At the Food Bank’s 240 pantries, participants like the Maria’s family will receive fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and healthy grains, as well as items tailored for a delicious Thanksgiving meal 
like whole chickens, gravy, sweet potatoes, rice, cranberry sauce, pears, rolls, and desserts.

In addition, we provide community partners like GLIDE and St. Anthony’s with 
turkeys, vegetables, grains, and other fixings so they can cook large scale Thanksgiving 
meals for thousands more people in need. 

When asked what their favorite holiday food is, both Rafael and Maria shout, 
“Chicken!” Holiday pantry chickens are a favorite for many of our participants who can 
rarely afford to put meat on the table.

My favorite Thanksgiving dish is pecan pie with a big dollop of whipped cream, 
and I imagine you have a favorite — or two or three. Our pantry families look forward to 
cooking their favorites too. And you can be a part of making that happen with a special 
holiday gift to the Food Bank.

Maria says she feels fortunate to have help with food because of the deeper 
sustenance it provides for her family. “Sometimes times are hard or the kids will be 
fighting,” says Maria. “But our happiest moments are when we come to the table together 
and share dinner.”

With your help, we can make sure that those who are struggling in our 
community — like the Maria’s family — can bring their families together around the 
table and have a special Thanksgiving. Will you make it a part of your holiday plans to 
help those in need?

With gratitude,

Paul Ash
Executive Director

P.S.  Every dollar you give provides food for three meals. This Thanksgiving, let’s make 
sure everyone enjoys a warm holiday meal.
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